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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, November 23, 2025
Acts 13:16-41

Connection Points
1. Christmas at the Beech – It's the most wonderful time of the year at Beech Haven! This Christmas season, we'll celebrate the hope of Jesus together through meaningful gatherings and joyful moments for every generation. Visit beechhaven.org/christmas to learn more.
2. Unwavering Hope for Athens Merch -- Unwavering Hope for Athens Merch Is Here!
This Sunday, stop by our merch table at 10:30AM and right after the 11:00AM service to pick up free stickers, car decals, and wristbands—all designed to spark gospel conversations and remind you to pray for the people you’re investing in. Our Unwavering Hope for Athens T-Shirt is also available for pre-order. You can pre-order at the table in the front atrium. Pre-order deadline: December 1.
Main Point
The good life is found only in Jesus, who removes our guilt and shame by forgiving and justifying all who trust in Him.
Sermon Synopsis
True life — the good life — is found not in comfort, achievement, or self-expression but in the forgiveness of sins that reconciles us to God. Because humanity’s deepest problem is sin, guilt, and shame, only Jesus can offer the highest good, fully justifying us by grace through faith in His finished work. Therefore, we are invited to abandon lesser pursuits and trust Jesus alone, gaining freedom, peace, and restored relationship with God.


Lean In
1. When you picture “the good life,” what image or moment comes to mind? Why that one?
2. Share a time you reached a long-hoped-for goal and still felt a surprising emptiness. What did that reveal?

Leader note: This 2-minute clip of Jim Carey at the Golden Globes some 8 years ago is a comical way to introduce the human search for “the good life.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHIZ0Rb7lv0 
Look Down
Leader note: Background Summary (Acts 13:16–37)
Before announcing the good news of forgiveness (vv.38-39), Paul walks his listeners through God’s long story of His faithfulness to Israel. He reminds them how God chose their ancestors, rescued them from Egypt, sustained them in the wilderness, and gave them leaders—culminating in David, from whose line the promised Savior would come. Paul then identifies Jesus as that promised One. Though the people and leaders in Jerusalem failed to recognize Him and unjustly condemned Him, their actions actually fulfilled the Scriptures. God raised Jesus from the dead, and Paul stresses that this resurrection was witnessed by many and proves Jesus is the One whom God promised would not see decay. In contrast to David—who died, was buried, and did experience decay—Jesus lives forever, confirming Him as the fulfillment of God’s saving promises and preparing the way for Paul’s announcement of forgiveness in Him.

Read Acts 13:38-39

3. [bookmark: _Int_VLTuDbJM]What is the law of Moses?  What can the law reveal, and what can it never do?  Why is it unable to justify?  
Leader note:  The ‘law of Moses’ refers broadly to the entire Mosaic system—not just the Ten Commandments, but the whole body of commandments, rituals, sacrifices, purity regulations, and covenant obligations found in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. The law of Moses is good at revealing our sin nature to ourselves but unable to save us from it—only Jesus is able to do that.  See Hebrews 10:1-4, 11-14.  

4. The word ‘belief’ can be nebulous.  People ‘believe’ a lot of different things.  How does Paul use the word in these verses?  
Leader note: People can factually believe or acknowledge things—a historical event or law of nature (e.g., that Abraham Lincoln lived, or that gravity is real).  James 2:19 tells us that demons ‘believe’ God is one yet respond with shuddering.  Probe the difference between belief as assent or acknowledgement and belief as trust.  Ask, “what is a good analogy or illustration for this kind of belief? “



5. What does Paul say is the result of believing in Jesus? 
Leader note: We are justified—that is, declared to be righteous. It’s not enough to just stop sinning.  We still carry the debt of sin we already committed. However, if we are forgiven, we are made righteous.  The law could condemn but not make us holy.  Again, only Jesus can do that.  See Romans 8:1-4.  


6. How does someone express belief, receive forgiveness, and be justified?  
Leader note: See Romans 10:9-10 (and don’t presuppose everyone in your group is a believer already. V. 27 notes how scripture was read every week to the Jewish leaders, but it still didn’t sink in. Share the path to forgiveness!  If nothing else, it will equip your group to share the good news.)  


Look In
7. Which of these “fig leaves” do you reach for to cover guilt/shame: achievement, busyness, image-management, being liked, being needed, or something else?  What would be a ‘faith action’ that you could turn to instead?  (e.g., confess to God and one trusted friend; rest instead of overworking; serve quietly instead of image-managing; etc.).
  
Look Out
8. Is the forgiveness of sin something people even think they need any more? How can we talk about this with lost people in a way that meets them where they are?

9. Pastor Rob mentioned that we have everything to gain and, therefore, everything to lose when it comes to believing in Jesus for forgiveness. In a society that avoids talking about sin or judgment, how might the warning of verses 40–41 be an act of love rather than condemnation?




Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. “We’re all chasing a ‘good life,’ but the Bible says the highest good is being made right with God. If real forgiveness and a clean record with God were available as a gift today, would you want it?”
1. “I’ve tried covering my guilt with ______, but it never lasted. Trusting Jesus changed that. Would you want that kind of forgiveness and peace?”
1. “When life gets loud with ‘guilt’ or ‘not-enough’, what do you usually do to quiet it?”
1. “Religion often says, ‘Try harder.’ Paul said, ‘Believe and be freed.’ Which message do you think brings real peace?”


Closing Prayer
Father, thank You for the freedom that comes through Your Son. We confess how easily we drift back toward earning what You freely give. Remind us that Jesus’ death and resurrection are enough—that every sin is forgiven, every debt paid, every burden lifted.  Make us people who live with peace in our hearts, humility in our service, and grace in our relationships. May others see in us the joy of those who are truly free. Amen.



Natural Value & Outcome Links
· We Start from Scripture: Paul’s sermon is rooted in biblical history.
· Love Beyond Ourselves: Forgiveness offered and proclaimed to all.
· Rooted in Truth: Faith in the finished work of Christ.
· Peaceful in Spirit: Rest from guilt and striving.
· Engaged in Relationships: Sharing forgiveness through restored community.
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